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iI. Xext Sunday is ¥y Uay, when we will see the first of the -

L9%R"s two annuval aerial parades (second is Avistion Day,

in August).

4. Recause such parades and the rehearsals for them
have previously given us some of our best evidence
of soviet air progresz, we are keeping 2 close
watch of Woscow skies,

¥, Our watch was rewarded three weeks ago, when a

pnuaber of Type 37's-~the USSH's big four-engine

Jet heavy bomber--were sighted reheoarsming.

i. 8ince then, several more rebearsal flights have
heen observed, and & total of ten of the jet
heavy bombers were seen in the air together
on sonday, 235 spril.

Ii. Last vear's ¥ay Day parade featured a single prototype of

this heavy bomber.

4., The sighting of ten Type 37's this yesar indicates
that the Soviet heavy boasber program is substanti-
zlly more advanced than we had estimated,

B. Ouar sow ouimoded estimates held that the UEER wouid

not produce its second Jjet heavy bomber until the

third quarter of 19355,

. n:;:-:f"‘r:.‘.,.“. 3 o8
‘ 'f "H"‘:*- ..L-‘ L et j
Approved For Release 2000/09/11 ; & A
s m , =




Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000500040016-1

1.

from this, it was held that the jet heavies would
appear in operational units of the Soviet 2ir
force by the end of 1838,

It was further held that 50 keavies would be in

gervice by mid-1987,

The Alr Foree, which has the responsibility within the

intelligence community for evaiuations of this type,

ig presently revisiag these estimates,

v, #eanwhile, O/BER believes that Moanday's simultaneous

sightiag of ten jet heavies means that at least

ififteen wusi now e in existence.

1.

From this, O/RR calculates that the Type 37
actually went into production in Juse *54 (at tha
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¥ili factory in the ¥oscow suburbs) and thnt'aﬁ
ol them will be bullt by the end of this month.
/8% further calculsates that peak production with

present facilities--18 planes a month--should be

reached by Tct '66 and some 230 of the jet hesvies

whould be bulilt by the end that year,

IIl. Rehearsals for Sunday's air parade have also showa Vestern

oligervers iwo eatirely new Soviet planes. These are:

o

4 A twin-jet swept-wing plane, somewhat larger than

n fighier:
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1. This is probably a light bowber caandidate for
replacement of the twin-jet straight-wing I1-28°s
and Té.14's, which are the present backbone of
hoviet tactical bosmbardment.

. & four-engine (turbo-~prop) swept-wiag plane, of heavy
bomber size and configuration:

i. 7The intelligence community is 2t a lossx to explais
Zoviet construction of 2 turbo-prop heavy “bomber”
vhen the jet-powered Type 37 is already in pro-
duction and when a large high-performance cargo
plane {suitshle for modification as an serial
tanker) would seex ap iaperative military need.

2. 4 further twist te this puswle is the Iact that
the Soviets have not exhibited 8 new malti-
eugined cargo plane of aay kind for the past
& years (when the [1-18 and TU-70 were flown

on Hay Day *47).
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